[Differential diagnosis of peripheral lymph node enlargement].
The diagnostics of swelling of lymph nodes is in the first place directed to the exclusion of malignant lymphomas and metastases. In these cases, however, the histological investigation is the method with the highest value, but only then, when it is performed by an experienced morphologist including clinical findings. Therefore, it may be only the final point of thorough clinical, biochemical and serological findings. Already by cytological investigation in the majority of the swellings of lymphatic nodes a definitive diagnosis can be made. Among our own patients the proportion of the histologically examined swellings of the lymph nodes was about 21.3%. Punctures of the lymphatic nodes were performed in 41.6%. In the majority of the patients, a lymphotropic infection could be proved by blood picture, serum enzymes and serological findings. The proportion of malignant lymphomas was 14.3%.